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from many of the company’s skilled
craftsmen.

Mr. Bancroft’s desire to roll up his
sleeves and his ability to understand
the business from the ground up has
earned him the respect of both his em-
ployees and customers alike. Before be-
coming president in 2002, he worked in
a variety of capacities throughout the
years, serving as a project manager,
human resources manager, operations
manager, and vice president of oper-
ations. It is this intricate knowledge of
the business, along with his distin-
guished leadership, that has resulted in
Bancroft’s tremendous 19 percent
growth over the last 3 years, defying
the downward trend of too many firms
during these difficult economic times.

Additionally, Mr. Bancroft serves on
several boards of trustees and direc-
tors, including, the Paris Utility Dis-
trict, University of Maine Construction
Management Technology Industrial
Advisory Council, Associated General
Contractors of America Education
Foundation Trust, and Self Insured
Workers Compensation Group Trust.
And just last week, Mr. Bancroft was
elected chair of the Associated General
Contractors of Maine.

On a personal note, in the winter of
2008, Mr. Bancroft donated the use of a
crane and several employees to the
town of Bethel to help the community
construct Olympia SnowWoman. This
architectural feat is now in the
“Guinness Book of World Records” as
the largest snowwoman at 122 feet and
1 inch tall—and what a record to hold!
I am proud that Mr. Bancroft played
such an integral part in a project that
brought a great sense of community
pride to Bethel and to Maine.

It is my distinct honor to congratu-
late Mark Bancroft, an immensely de-
serving individual, as the SBA’s 2009
Small Business Person of the Year in
Maine, and I extend my best wishes to
everyone at Bancroft Contracting for
their continued success.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:37 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
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the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 628. An act to establish a pilot pro-
gram in certain United States district courts
to encourage enhancement of expertise in
patent cases among district judges.

H.R. 955. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
10355 Northeast Valley Road in Rollingbay,
Washington, as the ‘‘John ‘Bud’ Hawk Post
Office”.

H.R. 1323. An act to require the Archivist
of the United States to promulgate regula-
tions regarding the use of information con-
trol designations, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1429. An act to provide for an effective
HIV/AIDS program in Federal prisons.

H.R. 1512. An act to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to extend the funding
and expenditure authority of the Airport and
Airway Trust Fund, to amend title 49, United
States Code, to extend authorizations for the
airport improvement program, and for other
purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 628. An act to establish a pilot pro-
gram in certain United States district courts
to encourage enhancement of expertise in
patent cases among district judges; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

H.R. 955. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
10355 Northeast Valley Road in Rollingbay,
Washington, as the ‘‘John ‘Bud’ Hawk Post
Office”’; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 1323. An act to require the Archivist
of the United States to promulgate regula-
tions regarding the use of information con-
trol designations, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 1429. An act to provide for an effective
HIV AIDS program in Federal prisons; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources:

Special Report entitled ‘“‘History, Jurisdic-
tion, and a Summary of Activities of the
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
During the 110th Congress’ (Rept. No. 111-8).

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, without amendment:

S. 146. A bill to amend the Federal anti-
trust laws to provide expanded coverage and
to eliminate exemptions from such laws that
are contrary to the public interest with re-
spect to railroads (Rept. No. 111-9).

By Ms. MIKULSKI, from the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute:

S. 277. A Dbill to amend the National and
Community Service Act of 1990 to expand
and improve opportunities for service, and
for other purposes.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORT OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive report of a
nomination was submitted:

By Mr. BINGAMAN for the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

March 18, 2009

*David J. Hayes, of Virginia, to be Deputy
Secretary of the Interior.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. KOHL:

S. 627. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
Education to make grants to support early
college high schools and other dual enroll-
ment programs; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CONRAD (for himself, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. JOHN-
SON, and Mrs. MURRAY):

S. 628. A bill to provide incentives to physi-
cians to practice in rural and medically un-
derserved communities; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr.
VoINOVICH, and Mr. KOHL):

S. 629. A bill to facilitate the part-time re-
employment of annuitants, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mr. SPEC-
TER, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. SES-
SIONS):

S. 630. A bill to make technical amend-
ments to laws containing time periods af-
fecting judicial proceedings; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. KOHL (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. KERRY, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr.
LEVIN, Mr. CASEY, Mrs. LINCOLN, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Ms. STABENOW, and Mr.
BAYH):

S. 631. A bill to provide for nationwide ex-
pansion of the pilot program for national and
State background checks on direct patient
access employees of long-term care facilities
or providers; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. BAUCUS (for himself, Mr.
CRAPO, Mrs. LINCOLN, Ms. SNOWE, Mr.
ROBERTS, Mr. ENzI, and Mr. ENSIGN):

S. 632. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to require that the pay-
ment of the manufacturers’ excise tax on
recreational equipment be paid quarterly; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mr. BAU-
CcUs, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. BINGAMAN, and
Mr. DORGAN):

S. 633. A bill to establish a program for
tribal colleges and universities within the
Department of Health and Human Services
and to amend the Native American Programs
Act of 1974 to authorize the provision of
grants and cooperative agreements to tribal
colleges and universities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Indian Affairs.

By Mr. HARKIN:

S. 634. A bill to amend the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 to improve
standards for physical education; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mrs. MURRAY:

S. 635. A bill to amend the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act to designate a segment of Illabot
Creek in Skagit County, Washington, as a
component of the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.
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